


 

The Climate Crisis is here. It’s already killing thousands of people 
every day. But because it hasn’t reached some of our doorsteps, we 
think there’s still time. The truth is there isn’t. Things are already 
spiraling out of control. But we can slow it down, maybe even stop 
it from worsening. We can prepare ourselves for what’s to come. 

But to do that, we have to understand our history. We have to 
understand who we are. The first step to that is acknowleding that 
his isn’t our land. 

We stole this land that we call Houston from people who knew how 
to love and care for it and all its living creatures. 

The Karankawa, the Estok-Gna, the Cuahuiltecan, the Sana, the 
Atakapa Eeshak, all are people with their own cultures that lived 
on these lands for thousands of years before European colonizers 
brutally ripped it from their hands. 

The consequences of that and the mentality it takes to engage in 
that violence still echo in us and our culture today. We may never 
be able to truly understand the horror that took place and is still 
taking place today, but if we act with some of that knowledge in 
our heads, we can take the steps to unlearn the colonizer mentality 
and be ready to step in the process of healing and giving back and 
sharing what we thought was ours. A lot of indigenous people still 
live today, and we’re fighting alongside a lot of them against the 
expansion of the oil, gas, and plastics industry every day.
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This zine was created to educate the residents of Houston with 
love and care about issues they have probably not heard about but 
affect them daily. Everything you need to know is not in this Zine. 
We’re all volunteers, so we just put some of what we thought could 
be of most interest related to environmental justice. We hope to 
tell more of Houston’s stories in the future through this lens.

Finally, if you can take one thing from reading this, it’s this:

Join a local community organization. 

We name organizations at the end of this zine that are doing the 
same type of work we’re doing. The solution to climate change is 
not for you or any one person to answer. There isn’t a magic silver 
bullet. This issue needs all of us to be working together, and only 
long after we fix this issue will we be able to look back and say, “oh, 
that’s what we had to do.” 

This is a global problem, but the solution starts locally, and before 
that it starts within ourselves. 

With love,
Felipe Sanchez
Sunrise Movement Houston Hub Volunteer
Summer 2022
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Thanks to everyone involved in making this!

And all the other Sunrise Volunteers involved 
in the Zoom calls where we discussed the zine!
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“Hi,
 
I’m sending this illustration for the zine you guys are working on.

Close to my house there’s a couple creeks  and they’re full of these 
turtles and red ears sliders. (Shady Acres area).

I’m also working on little stickers to let neighbors know they’re 
living with us and to pick up any trash and litter that could harm 
the turtles. 

I resized the image to Zine size 8x11in.

Hope it works for you :)

-Tamara Hidalgo”
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Air Alliance Houston
Bayou City Waterkeeper
Carrizo Comecrudo Tribe
CEER
Citizens’ Environmental Coalition
Earth Uprising Houston
Extinction Rebellion
Fenceline Watch
Houston Abolitionist Collective
Houston Community Fridges
Houston DSA
Houston Climate Justice Museum
Houston Youth Climate Strike
Impact 5th Ward
One Breath Houston
OurAfrikanFamily
StopTxDoti-45
Sunrise Movement National/Hubs
Texas Campaign for the Environment
Turtle Island Restoration Network
Texas for a Green New Deal

Our Friends/Partners 
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